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Jordanians are talcing a cautious view, to say the least of 
it, of the outcome of the second Arab Conference. It was 
generally assumed before King Hussein left for Alexandria that he 
did not intend to fall in willingly with all Nasser's proposals 
and it was also expected that disagreements between other Arab 
states would come to the sufface* 


2* According to stories reaching us / one of the first clashes 
at the Conference was between King Hussein and President Aref 
and occurred when Aref jumped up after Hussein had delivered his 
set speech in open Session to say that the Conference must not 
waste time on empty words about Palestine but get down to action. 
Hussein not unnaturally took this personally and tried to retort 
but was calmed down by Nasser and Prince Faisal promptly closed 
the Session. It is believed that not only this difference was 
pursued in the closed Session but also those between Iraq and 
Syria and between Saudi Arabia, the Yemen and the U.A.R. Prince 
Faisal apparently left his hotel when he found that Sallal was 
on the floor above him. Helou of Lebanon is reported to have 
got into difficulties over the possible stationing of other Arab 
troops in Lebanon and the part that Lebanon might play in the 
joint defence against Israel and is said to have walked out of 
the Conference. All this is second or third hand gossip but the 
general view here is that the Conference made little or no 
progress in its first three days and is unlikely to do so now. 

I Zaid Rifai, now Chief of Protocol at the Palace, dismissed it as 
"a lot of silly rubbish'' and went through the subjects for 
discussion one by one explaining that none of them, even the 
diversion of the Jordan Waters, would get appreciably beyond the 
talking stage because ther£ would never be more than two of the 
Arab states concerned who could find common ground for action. 

This, he said, left the British position in the Arab South as 
the only point of possible agreement. H e expected that we 
would come in for rough handling in the final communique but 
we were, no doubt, used to this. 

3. Bahjat Talhuni's statement to A1 Qumhuriya to the effect 
that the United States was interested only in protecting Israel 
lagainst the Arabs and had offered to help with the construction 
\of the Mlikhaiba project simply to undermine the resolutions of 
the first Arab Summit and to cause differences between Arab 
states was received with considerable interest and some amusement 
(though not, of course, by the American Embassy). It is assumed 
that Talhuni had not the slightest authority for making these 
statements and the editors of AlDifaa, which reprinted the 
Q-umhuriya interview, were summoned to Amman to be reprimanded for 
having done so* Representatives of the other newspapers were also 
told by the Acting Prime Minister that they were not to attack 
America since shw was a friendly country and Jordan was, in any 

I case, dependent on her. Talhuni's statement is taken as a sign 
of the widening^rift between him tod the King and as further 
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evidence that hie days as Prime Minister are numbered. Zald 
Rifai told me that he was sure that Talhunl had been accurately 
reported but that he was equally sure that the Interview was not 
a formal one. He assumed that Talhunl had been ohatting in hie 
usual way to a circle of acquaintances and had let his tongue run 
away with him. 


4 . I am copying this letter to Chanceries in Baghdad, Cairo, 
Beirut, Damascus, Tel Aviv, Washington and to the Secretary, 
J.I.G.Cypru8 and Edward Henderson in Jerusalem. 
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(A. J. D. Stirling) 


